 Unit 3

Stranger than fiction
1 Talking points

Discuss how strongly you agree or disagree with the following statements. 

1. I am not superstitious, but would not make any important decisions on Friday 13th. 

2. Ghosts exist only as figments of the imagination or as optical illusions. 

3. The experience of déjà vu suggests that reincarnation is possible.

4. Clairvoyants are charlatans.

5. Mediums with psychic powers can communicate with the dead during séances. 

6. Reading horoscopes in the paper or magazines is a waste of time. 

7. We live in a pre-determined and entirely mechanistic world. 

8. I would never believe the predictions of a palmist or other fortune-teller.

9. I am highly skeptical of claims that some people have telepathic powers.

10. It is unwise to dabble in the occult. 

2 Vocabulary 

A. What word is missing? Complete these sentences. 

1. A person who has … powers can perform spiritualistic feats.

2. A … can say what will happen to you in the future.

3. Your … is based on the positions of the stars and planets at the time of your birth.

4. A strong feeling forewarning you about a future event is called a … .

5. A … is someone who can see things in their mind that are happening at a different time or place.

6. A … is someone who can tell things about you by studying the lines in your hand. 

7. The … is a word that describes everything that is supernatural, mystical and magical. 

8. A person with … powers can communicate with others at a distance through the mind. 

9. An  … illusion is an image that is not what it seems. 

10. A … is a person who can communicate with the spirit world. 

11. A house that is haunted has a … in it. 

12. A … is a meeting of a group of people who are attempting to contact the spirit world. 

B. Translate into Russian focusing on active vocabulary

1. There's nobody hiding in the bushes; it's just a figment of your imagination.

2. I tried to explain that the road didn't really get narrower up ahead, but the child had no concept of what an optical illusion was.

3. The firm believer in reincarnation, he is convinced that in another lifetime he was an Egyptian slave who helped to build the Great Pyramids.

4. Sometimes I think my mother is a clairvoyant, she always seems to know when I have a problem.

5. She dabbled in Satanism and various other forms of the occult when she was at University, but her interest turned out to be a passing fancy.

6. A psychic is a person who has power unexplained by scientists and not experienced by most people, such as the ability to see into the future.

3 Reading 

 Read the article about the entertainment phenomenon of the ragtime era
Harry Houdini

Harry Houdini who died in 1927, was the entertainment phenomenon. He could escape from chains and padlocks, from ropes and canvas sacks. They put him in a straitjacket and hung him upside down from a skyscraper and he somehow untied himself. They tied him up in a locked packing case and sank him in Liverpool docks. Minutes later he surfaced smiling. They locked him in a zinc-lined Russian prison van and he emerged leaving the doors locked and the locks undamaged. They padlocked him in a milk churn full of water and he burst free. They put him in a coffin, screwed down the lid, and buried him and … well, no, he didn’t pop up like a mole but when they dug him up more than half an hour later he was still breathing. 

Houdini would usually allow his equipment to be examined by the audience. The chains, locks and packing cases all seemed perfectly kosher, so it was tempting to conclude that he possessed superhuman powers. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's Sherlock Holmes was the very paragon of analytical thinking but Conan Doyle believed that Houdini achieved his tricks through spiritualism. Indeed, he wrote to the escapologist imploring him to use his psychic powers more profitably for the common good instead of just prostituting his talent every night at the Alhambra. However, Houdini repeatedly denounced spiritualism and disclaimed any psychic element to his act.
The alternative explanation for his feats of escapism was that Houdini could do unnatural things with his body. It is widely held that he could dislocate his shoulders to escape from straitjackets, and that he could somehow contract his wrists in order to escape from handcuffs. His ability to spend long periods in confined spaces is cited as evidence that he could put his body into suspended animation, as Indian fakirs are supposed to do.
This is all nonsense. If you ever find yourself in a straitjacket, it’s difficult to imagine anything less helpful than a dislocated shoulder. Contracting your wrists is not only unhelpful but, frankly, impossible because the bones of your wrist are very tightly packed together and the whole structure is virtually incompressible.
As for suspended animation, the trick of surviving burial and drowning relies on the fact that you can live for short periods on the air in a confined space. The air shifted by an average person in a day would occupy a cube just eight feet square. The build-up of carbon monoxide tends to pollute this supply, but, if you can relax, the air in a coffin should keep you going for half an hour or so.

In other words, there was nothing physically remarkable about Houdini except for his bravery, dexterity and fitness. His nerve was so cool that he could relax in a coffin six feet underground until they came to dig him up. His fingers were so strong that he could undo a buckle or manipulate keys through the canvas of a straitjacket or a mail bag. He made a comprehensive study of locks and was able to conceal lock-picks about his person in a way which fooled even the doctors who examined him. When they locked him in the prison van he still had a hacksaw blade with which to saw through the joins in the metal lining and get access to the planks of the floor. 
As an entertainer he combined all this strength and ingenuity with a lot of trickery. His stage escapes took place behind a curtain with an orchestra playing to disguise the banging and sawing. The milk churn in which he was locked had a double lining so that, while the lid was locked onto the rim, the rim was not actually attached to the churn Houdini merely had to stand up to get out. The mail sack he cut open at the seam and sewed up with similar thread. The bank safe from which he emerged had been secretly worked on by his mechanics for 24 hours before the performance.
All Houdini’s feats are eminently explicable, although to explain them, even now, is a kind of heresy. Houdini belongs to that band of mythical supermen who, we like to believe, were capable of miracles and would still be alive today were it not for some piece of low trickery. Its said of Houdini that a punch in his belly when he wasn’t prepared for it caused his burst appendix Anatomically, it's virtually impossible that a punch could puncture your gut, but the story endures Somehow the myth of the superman has an even greater apical than the edifice of twentieth century logic.

A. Multiple-choice questions. Choose the best answer. Support your opinion by the facts from the text

1. Houdini’s burial alive is mentioned to show that 

a. his tricks sometimes went disastrously wrong.

b. he was not always able to do what he claimed he could.

c. he was capable of extraordinary feats of survival.

d. he had overcome his fear of confined spaces.

2. The writer of the text suggests that Conan Doyle

a. was less rational and analytical than one might have expected.

b. asked Houdini if he could include him in a Sherlock Holmes story.

c. felt that Houdini could make more money in other ways. 

d. thought there were scientific explanations for all of Houdini’s feats.

3. The writer suggests that Houdini 

a. had an unusual bone structure. 

b. needed less air than most people.

c. was able to put himself in a trance.

d. was not physically abnormal. 

4. Houdini was able to escape from straitjackets by 

a. using hidden lock-picks.

b. undoing buckles through the material.

c. cutting the canvas with hacksaw. 

d. turning keys he had concealed. 

5. When Houdini escaped from the milk churn 

a. the role of the orchestra was important.

b. he made use of the hacksaw to escape.

c. the container had been worked on beforehand.

d. he was in full sight of the audience. 

6. According to the text, many people 

a.  want to hear the scientific explanations for Houdini’s feats.

b.  prefer to believe that Houdini had mystical powers.

c. think that Houdini is still alive today.

d.  do not believe that Houdini ever really existed. 

B. Language focus. Could, was able to, managed to. The article discusses at length what Houdini could and couldn’t do. In the following sentences, discuss whether it is possible to use the forms of be able to, could or both of these. 

1. Houdini … escape from chains and padlocks, from ropes and canvas sacks. 

2. They once hung him upside down in a straitjacket and he … break free in minutes.

3. When he was in the coffin, he … hear the sound of footsteps above him. 

4. Until now, no one has … explain how he did these things. 

5. Perhaps in the future someone might … repeat some of his feats.

In the following sentences, discuss whether it is possible to use forms of manage to or could.

1. Some people thought that Houdini … put himself into suspended animation.

2. Once he … stay underground in a coffin for half an hour, without using up the air. 

3. When he was in the coffin, he … hear muffled voices above him. 

4. One day someone might … repeat some of his more daring feats. 

5. So far nobody … copy all of Houdini’s dramatic escapes. 

C. Word formation. There is a tendency to anglicize the plurals of the nouns of foreign origin (genius-geniuses), but some of them retain their original plural form. Fill this chart, trying to work out the missing forms

	Singular
	Plural

	
	phenomena

	bacterium
	

	criterion
	

	
	stimuli


D. Vocabulary practice. Translate into Russian paying attention to the meanings of active vocabulary words

1. Every time we solve a problem another one pops up. 

2. The football club tried to tempt the player with offers of money.

3. The leader of the opposition party was quick to denounce the gov​ernment's new tax law.

4. I make no claim to be a paragon of virtue.

5.  He was blessed with small income and phenomenal skill to extract money from the most unpromising situations.

6.  After the accident he was confined to bed.

7. She enjoyed being a traffic warden, as she didn't like working in confined spaces.

8.  Rock climbing demands excellent fitness, coordination and above all cool nerve.

9. Trying to escape responsibility he disclaimed all knowledge of the incident.

10. The mob burst into the room.

11. When animals (e.g., bears) hibernate in the winter, they enter a state of suspended animation.

12. The audience was amazed at the pianist's dexterity; his hands liter​ally flew over the keys.

13.  She was denied the victory in the tournament as she was caught at some low trickery.

14. Police were astounded by the ingenuity of the latest museum theft.

15.  She waited in long suspense for the doctor’s opinion.

16.  When you see ancient cars rolling along the streets of Havana you realize that the Cubans are forced to perform feats of engineering to keep them going.

17.  Although the company belongs to his father he is the virtual head of the business.

18.  It is widely held that intelligent people do not trust their health to psychics, clairvoyants and other charlatans.

19. He was quick to learn all the tricks of the trade.

20. Knowing that his fiancée had just broken off their engagement, we found his rude behavior explicable but by no means acceptable. 

21. A feat is an act that requires either high skill or bravery.

22. The granaries are bursting with grain.

23. It was brave of him to enter the burning building.

1. E. Vocabulary practice. Translate into English 

2. Моему другу несколько раз удалось предсказать результаты экзаменов. Был велик соблазн предположить, что он обладает экстрасенсорными способностями.
3. Многие религии основаны на вере в переселение душ, что полностью опровергается христианством.

4. Он не мог служить на подводной лодке, так как боялся замкнутых пространств.

5. Бытует мнение, что индийские факиры способны приостанавливать жизненные процессы.

6. Пробормотав что-то невнятное, гадалка проворно схватила деньги и исчезла.


7. Раньше оккультным наукам уделялось большое внимание, так как велика была вера человека в необъяснимое.

8. Он совершил множество чудесных подвигов и прославился своей храбростью и смекалкой. 

9. Режиссер держал поклонников своего таланта в томительном ожидании, отрицая что работает над новым шедевром.

10. Роберт – образец хорошего вкуса, ты никогда не увидишь его одетым старомодно или вульгарно.

11. Я скептически отношусь к идее о существовании потустороннего, все в мире должно быть объяснимо, просто многие явления пока не изучены. 

12. Вот это самообладание! Он всегда жульничает играя в карты, а когда его ловят на этом, начисто отрицает, что козыри выпали из его рукава.

13. Даже новички могут пользоваться этой программой, так как все подсказки написаны простым человеческим языком.

14. Он не мог устоять перед соблазном украсть что-нибудь. Как только предоставлялась возможность, он действовал с удивительным проворством.

15. Временами ему казалось, что это уже с ним происходило и тогда его охватывало непонятное чувство тревоги. Но он убеждал себя, что это всего лишь обман зрения или просто игра воображения.
16. Члены совета директоров осудили политику нового управляющего,  они просто кипели возмущением.
F. Speaking.  Discuss the following concentrating on using active vocabulary 

1. Describe in detail the feats that seem the most impressive to you.

2. What moral and physical qualities enabled Harry Houdini to perform his feats?

3. What tricks did he employ and after which purpose? 

4. Why does Houdini remain an entertainment phenomenon of the 20th century? 
4 Rendering

Scan through the following text and learn more about Houdini.  Pick out the information that was not mentioned in the main text and seems relevant to you; incorporate it into your story about Houdini. The underlined words should be rendered by active vocabulary of this year.
Гарри Гудини

Эрих Вейс — настоящее имя Гарри Гудини — родился в маленьком американском городке Аплтон в штате Висконсин в семье венгерского эмигранта. Еще в раннем детстве Эрих проявлял необыкновенную любознательность, постоянно приставая к старшим с вопросом: «А что там внутри?». Вслед за имевшимися в доме игрушками объектом его самостоятельных исследований стали вещи посложнее, например, часы, которые он быстро научился разбирать и собирать, причем, что самое удивительное, они ходили. Поскольку маленький Эрих был сластеной, а конфеты и домашнее печенье у Вейсов хранились в запертом буфете, мальчик приступил к освоению его замков и добился поразительных для своего возраста успехов: хотя отец менял запоры, сладости продолжали исчезать.

Впрочем, как позднее вспоминал Гудини, дело было не столько в лакомствах, сколько в восхищении братьев и сестер. Когда же маленьким зрителям надоели замки, он перешел к фокусам с монетами, картами, лентами.

Когда Эриху Вейсу исполнилось девять лет, в его жизни произошло знаменательное событие. В Аплтон приехал передвижной цирк Джэка Хефлера, и маленькие поклонники чуть ли не силком заставили своего кумира предложить услуги в качестве артиста. Проба прошла удачно, причем хозяину цирка больше всего понравился оригинальный номер, придуманный самим Эрихом: подвешенный за ноги мальчик ухитрялся собрать рассыпанные на арене булавки с помощью бровей и ресниц. 

В одиннадцать лет ради будущих выступлений в цирке Эрих Вейс бросил школу. Прежде всего он решил серьезно заняться своим первым детским увлечением - замками. Чтобы досконально познать принципы устройства замков Эрих поступает учеником в слесарную мастерскую. Через несколько месяцев он не только сравнялся в мастерстве со своим учителем, но и обогнал его, придумав, как делать из кусочка проволоки отмычку, открывавшую любые замки.

Замки замками, однако подросток не забывал и о других обязательных атрибутах профессии фокусника: трюках с картами, лентами и т.п. Но больше всего времени он уделял физической тренировке, развивая гибкость суставов, «качая» мускулы, вырабатывая выносливость. В шестнадцать лет Эрих купил у букиниста толстенный растрепанный том под названием «Мемуары Роберта Гудина, посла, писателя и мага, написанные им самим», который стал для Вейса своего рода библией на целые месяцы.

Первые шаги Гарри Гудини в цирковом мире были весьма скромными. Вместе с младшим братом Теодором он выступал с бродячими труппами на провинциальных ярмарках, выставках, благотворительных вечерах, а кульминацией их номера «Братья Гудини — освобождение от оков» был трюк с деревянным ящиком, имевшим выдвижную доску. Во время одного из представлений Эрих Вейс познакомился с совсем еще юной девицей Беатрисой Ранер, которая вскоре стала его женой и постоянной ассистенткой на долгие годы.

Вскоре Тео стал выступать отдельно, а Гарри составил дуэт с Бесс - он теперь назывался супруги Гудини.   В 1898 году Гудини поссорился с руководством газеты, делавшей ему рекламу и регулярно передававшей приглашения выступить в качестве мага или мастера побегов и исчезновений. Поэтому в 1899 году карьера Гудини пошла на убыль, и тогда они вместе с Бесс отправились на теплоходе в Европу. Европейская публика никогда не видела ничего похожего на выступление супругов Гудини. В их шоу было очень мало магии, зато оно изобиловало номерами, суть которых заключалась во всевозможных освобождениях.  Добившись широкой популярности в Европе, Гудини все-таки с ностальгией вспоминал Америку. В Соединенные Штаты он вернулся звездой первой величины, а его гонорары были несравнимы с теми суммами, которые когда бы то ни было получал фокусник. Где бы он ни выступал, он всегда производил фурор.  
За всей кажущейся легкостью исполнения труднейшего трюка, для непосвященного действительно граничившей с волшебством, стояли бесконечные, утомительные тренировки. Друзья семьи Гудини позднее рассказывали, что даже в часы отдыха во время оживленной беседы он доставал из кармана колоду карт и принимался проделывать всевозможные хитроумные манипуляции. Сам знаменитый иллюзионист расценивал секрет своих удивительных трюков иначе: «Во всех случаях главное для меня победить страх».

В 1926 году Гарри Гудини начал подготовку к небывалому трюку. Он намеревался на глазах зрителей дать вморозить себя в глыбу льда, а потом без посторонней помощи и без всяких инструментов освободиться из ледяного плена. В октябре, будучи на гастролях в Монреале, иллюзионист выступил в местном университете с лекцией, в которой разоблачал шарлатанов- спиритов. Во время перерыва перед началом представления он прошел в отведенную ему комнату и прилег на диван немного отдохнуть, просматривая поступившие из зала записки. В этот момент к нему явились трое студентов, горевших желанием лично познакомиться с «королем магов». Их интересовало, есть ли предел человеческим возможностям и, в частности, правда ли то, что сам Гудини может переносить сильнейшие удары без всяких отрицательных последствий. Иллюзионист подтвердил это, добавив, что в таких случаях он должен заранее соответствующим образом подготовить себя, и продолжил читать записки.

Внезапно один из студентов вскочил и стал изо всех сил бить лежащего Гудини кулаком в живот. После четвертого удара Гарри жестом остановил его. Поговорив еще немного студенты ушли. Гудини хотел было вернуться к запискам, но вдруг почувствовал острую боль в области живота. Несколько минут он массировал и разминал мускулы, а затем отправился на сцену. Ночью боли возобновились, но Гудини на следующий день все же дал дневное и вечернее представления, хотя в перерывах пластом лежал на кушетке у себя в артистической уборной, обливаясь холодным потом. Вечером в поезде, который мчал его в Детройт, состояние Гарри Гудини ухудшилось. Обеспокоенные ассистенты послали телеграмму с просьбой, чтобы прямо на вокзале их встретил врач.

Прямо с поезда Гудини отвезли в больницу и положили на операционный стол. Диагноз был настолько неутешителен — гангренозный аппендикс и острый перитонит, — что, по мнению врачей, больному оставалось жить не больше 12 часов. Однако когда Гудини очнулся от наркоза, то решительно заявил, что не собирается сдаваться. Действительно, вопреки прогнозам медиков, больной был жив и через день, и через два, и через три... Врачи разводили руками, а почитатели «короля магов» по всему миру, дважды в день с нетерпением читавшие бюллетени о состоянии его здоровья, торжествовали: их кумир еще раз доказал, что для него нет ничего невозможного. И вдруг на седьмые сутки Гарри Гудини попросил вызвать своего брата Теодора. Когда тот вошел в палату, Эрих Вейс, ставший «великим волшебником» Гарри Гудини, слабо улыбнулся ему и едва слышно сказал: «Я устал бороться, Тео. На этот раз я, кажется, проиграл». 

В день столетия со дня его рождения - 6 апреля 1974 года - должно было быть вскрыто завещание Гудини в котором, предположительно, великий иллюзионист раскрывал свои секреты потомкам. Однако к величайшему разочарованию поклонников мира таинств и иллюзий ни 6 апреля, ни позже завещание так и не обнаружилось, ибо, как показало проведенное журналистами расследование, его просто не существовало.

Слава Гарри Гудини была настолько громкой, что в обиходе американцев даже появился глагол «гудинайз», означающий «умение выпутаться из трудного положения». 

5 Story telling

Arrange the following points into your outline for the story about Houdini. Use the worked out plan to tell the story. Do not forget using active vocabulary!

· Character

· Biographical facts

· Family

· Introduction 

· Conclusion

· Examples of the feats

· Unique abilities

· Used trickery

· Circumstances of death

· Reasons for success with the public

6 Vocabulary

A. Expressions. The article used the word tie in its literal sense: … he somehow untied himself. They tied him up in a locked packing case… In sentences 1-5 below, which of the phrasal verbs with tie mean the following?

a. to organize

b. to correlate

c. to be busy

d. to be invested on a long-term basis

e. to restrict

1. I’m afraid I can’t make our lunch date today – I’m tied up at the office.

2. It’ll take a few weeks for me to get the cash – most of my money is tied up in stocks and shares. 

3. The police held the two suspects for further questioning because their stories did not tie in with each other. 

4. He’s a freelance journalist – he says he’d feel tied down if he worked for just one paper. 

5. The expedition is all arranged except for one or two small details that need to be tied up. 

B. Fill in the blanks with a suitable phrasal verb with tie. 

1. The contract is nearly ready to be signed – there are just one or two loose ends that need …

2. He’s reluctant to get married because of his fear of …

3. I’m sorry I’m so late – I … because of those visitors and I couldn’t get away.

4. That newsflash from Reuters seemed … the rumours they had heard that morning about the Prime Minister.

5. She only has a small income as most of her money … in property. 

C. Translate into Russian

1. She's been so tied up with work lately that her friends are beginning to worry about her being a "workaholic".

2. You'd never know that Tom has thousands of pounds tied up in long-term bank accounts; he never seems to have enough money even for necessities.

3. Do you think all the hot weather we have had the last few summers is really tied in with the greenhouse effect and the hole in the ozone layer? 

4. John's just not ready to commit himself to a long-term relationship yet. He thinks it will make him feel tied down. 

5. We had another meeting today to tie up our plans for Mary's sur​prise party.

D. Translate into English
1. Я не могу работать под его руководством. Я чувствую себя ограниченным в действиях.

2. К завтрашнему дню условия поставки должны быть согласованы.

3. Проект казался соблазнительным, но он боялся вкладывать деньги в долгосрочные предприятия. 

4. Перезвони мне вечером. Я сейчас очень занят из-за большого наплыва посетителей. 

5. Он боялся связать себя обещаниями, так как в любую минуту могла подвернуться более выгодная работа. 

6. В последний момент появился свидетель, показания которого совершенно не совпадали с официальной версией убийства. 
7 Grammar review

A. Must, mustn’t and variations. Join up the two parts of the following sentences before answering the questions below.

	1 He must be in the garden ...

2 The application form must be returned ...

3 The back door must be locked so…
4 The back door must be locked ...

5 He should have been wearing a tie ...

6 I had to study Latin ...

7 He was supposed to pick Jane up from the airport...

8. You must have sent the letter to the wrong address
	a because I can't open it.
b but his car broke down.
c because I can hear the lawn mower.

d that burglars don't get in. 

e because it never arrived. 

f by the end of next week at the latest.   

g when I was eleven. 

h but he wasn't, so they didn't let him into the restaurant.


1 Which sentences express a definite positive deduction?

2 Which sentences express a present or future obligation?

3 Which sentences express a past obligation that was not fulfilled?

4 Which sentence expresses a past obligation that was fulfilled?

5 Which forms of the infinitive can follow must to express obligation?

6 Which forms of the infinitive can be used with must to express deduction?

 Transformations. Rewrite the following sentences.
1
It is essential that you get to the airport on time.
You

2
I am convinced that there is some mistake with this bill - it's astronomical.
There 

3
You should have got here over an hour ago - what kept you?
You

4
If you hadn't been speeding, the police wouldn't have stopped you.
You must ………………………………………………………
5
They made us go to church every Sunday when we were at school.
We had 

6
It's a pity you didn't come to the party, because you'd have loved it.
You should 


7
It is essential that no one is told about our plans.
You

8
It was wrong of you not to call the doctor at once.
You  should ………………………………………………………

B. Necessity and lack of necessity.  Need and should. The forms needed to, didn't need to, needn't have and should (n't) have are each used in specific limited circumstances, the correct choice depending on the necessity of the actions and whether or not the action took place. Read through the sample sentences

1 They said we needed to have a vaccination so we did/ but we never got round to it.
2 They said we didn't need to have any vaccinations but we did anyway, just to be on the safe side/ so we didn't.
They said we needn't have had any vaccinations but by then it was too late because we'd already had them.
3 They said we should have had vaccinations and that was why they were refusing us entry.

5
They said we shouldn't have had vaccinations because they were now thought to be unsafe.

Say which of the following forms show the features below.

needed to  should have   shouldn't have      didn't need to      needn't have
1 action was not necessary, but has already been taken anyway

2 action was necessary or obligatory, and it was wrong not to have taken it

3 action was not necessary, or was prohibited, and it was wrong to have taken it

4 action was not necessary, and may or may not have been taken subsequently

5 action was necessary and may or may not have been taken subsequently


Fill in the blanks below. Use either needed to, didn't need to, should have, needn't have or shouldn't have and a suitable verb. The first one has been done as an example.
1
I didn’t need to take, the parcel to the Post Office because Sonia very kindly took it for me.
2
We discovered when we arrived on the island that we ……………... in advance because there were lots of villas for rent.
3
We only realized when we got to the island that we …………………………. in advance as there was nowhere to stay.
4
Although we ………………………………….. comprehensive insurance, we got it anyway just to be on the safe side.
5
I think you deserve to be punished – you ……………………….. the car without asking your father first.
6
He told the taxi driver he ……………………………………  to the airport as quickly as possible, as the plane was due to leave soon.
7
I …………………………  so much time worrying about the test, because in the end it was really easy and I passed first time.
8
The policeman was furious with me and said that I ………………………………………..  so fast in a residential area.

C. Can, could, may and might 

 Look at sentences 1-10. In which of the sentences do the modal verbs express the following?
a
ability
b
permission
c
deduction / supposition
d
future possibility
e
irritation
f
an unfulfilled possibility
1
It's very late in the day to cancel - I do think you might have let me know a little earlier.
2
He could have been a great politician, but he chose instead to become a priest.

3 Judging from the architecture, this photo might have been taken in Spain.
4 I was wondering whether I could come and see you next week.

5 You can't have phoned on Tuesday, because I was in all day.

6 It was such a bad line, I couldn’t hear what she was saying. 

7 You could have phoned to tell us you were all right. Why on earth didn't you ring?

8 There could be severe unrest if the economy doesn't improve before the winter.

9
Excuse me, sir. Might I ask whether you intend to stay at the hotel for another night?

10
If I pass all my exams, I may take a year off and travel round the world.
Sentences 1-5 below can be completed in two ways. Match each sentence with two possible endings, then discuss how the meaning of the modal verb changes in each pair
EXAMPLE   1 d, h

1d They could have sold their house if they had been more flexible about the price.
The first part of this sentence could be rephrased as: ‘They would have been able to sell their house …’. Could expresses ability. 

1h They could have sold their house so they might not be able to put you up.
The first part of this sentence could be rephrased as: ‘Maybe they have sold their house…”. Could expresses speculation.

	1 They could have sold their house ...


2 You may see Peter tonight...

3 My car can‘t be stolen ...


4 You might have written to us …

5 He could have caught an early train…
	a because it's impossible to open the door without the right key.
b because we went to a lot of trouble preparing for your visit.
c as long as you do all your homework first.
d if they had been more flexible about the price.
e but our filing system is in a mess, so I have no record of it.
f so he might be here in half an hour or so.
g because I bought it from a reputable dealer.
h so they might not be able to put you up.
i because he said he'd try and come to the parry.
j but he decided to spend the night in London


8 Structure

The Camera Never Lies

A. Close development. Read the following extract taken from a book about the Titanic, then fill in the blanks.  Read the whole passage through first, ignoring the spaces, then go back and consider the missing words. 

Of all the accounts of premonitions, one of the most dramatic and most easily verifiable concerns the sinking of the Titanic in 1912. In 1898, author Morgan Robertson wrote a novel called Futility which bore many striking (1) … to the loss of the Titanic 14 years (2) … . Robertson’s ship, the Titan, was the largest ship afloat, and (3) … the most modern equipment and the most highly qualified (4) … members. The only thing that she (5) … was a sufficient (6) … of lifeboats to accommodate everyone (7) … board. However, this did not seem to (8) … as the Titan (9) … believed to be unsinkable. 

It was April when the voyage in question took (10) …, and Titan was steaming at (11) … speed. On each of her two masts the crew had hoisted great triangular (12) … to help the ship make a record crossing. So intent on breaking this record (13) … the crew that when they rammed a windjammer they did not stop to pick up anyone who might have (14) … . A curse was shouted by one of the sailors in the water, calling (15) … the wrath of God on the doomed vessel. 

Later, on a foggy (16) … moonlit night, Titan encountered an iceberg. She did not strike it squarely, but slid up a gradual slope of ice (17) … she was almost completely out of the water; the severely (18) … ship then slid backwards into the water, after also (19) … her starboard lifeboats smashed in the process. (20) … 3,000 people on board, only 13 survived when Titan sank. 

B. Vocabulary. Insert the missing words. Translate the sentences

1. Although she was well qualified for the job, she had a …  that the interview wouldn't go well.

2. The priest … the hunters for daring to stand on holy ground. 

3. The … prisoner nervously paced in his cell calling down the wrath of God on those who were sending him to death. 

4. The gladiators bravely went to their  … .

5. Despite the fact that the poet achieved great popularity in his lifetime, his poems were … to oblivion after his death.

C. Speaking. 

1. List all similarities between the accident, described in the novel and the real loss of the Titanic.

2. What makes them striking?

3. What extra information about the Titanic do you have?

9 Listening 

Visions of the future

A. Listen twice and say if the following statements are true or false according to the passage. Support your answer with the facts.

1 Nostradamus worked as a doctor after leaving university.

2 Nostradamus' first wife was killed by the Black Death.

3 Nostradamus was in league with infamous inquisition.

4 Nostradamus began writing his prophecies before his second marriage.

5 The prophecies predicted what would happen over the next ten centuries.

6 Nostradamus' divining technique was based on ancient methods.

7 Few people were convinced by Nostradamus during his lifetime.

8 Nostradamus is believed by some people to have predicted the rise of Hitler.

9 One of the quatrains pinpoints Napoleon's birthplace.

10  One quatrain is believed to warn of a nuclear war around the year 2000.
11  Much of Nostradamus' work is vague and open to considerable interpretation.

B.   Discussion.
1 On the evidence of the listening passage, do
you believe that Nostradamus made accurate predictions?

2 How seriously do you think you might take some of his other predictions?

3 Look at two other extracts from Nostradamus' works. They are said to predict modern technological developments. Can you guess what they are said to refer to?

They will think they have seen the sun at night 

When they will see the pig half-man

Noise, song, battle in the sky perceived

And one will hear brute beasts talking

4 Have you ever had an experience of a
premonition or a dream that has come true?

5 Have you ever had your fortune told? If so, how, and what predictions were made? If not, would you like to?
C. Vocabulary practice. Suggest the meaning of the words in bold in A and B. Translate these sentences into Russian 

1. His pessimistic prophecy that the crisis would worsen has turned out to be true. 

2. I have some ideas about where to go but I’m open to suggestions. 

3. Detectives are on the trail of the infamous criminal who is thought to be responsible for the train robbery.

4. Your composition is rather vague in spots; adding a few solid examples would really make it stronger. 

5. Something was bothering him, but I couldn’t pinpoint exactly what it was. 

D. Translate into English

1. Его провидческие сны оставляли ему лишь неясное чувство тревоги, прошло время прежде чем он научился точно предсказывать опасность.

2. Турция печально известна тем, что заманив туристов на экскурсию гиды наверняка провезут их по всем окрестным магазинам; новички не устоят перед ненужными покупками.

3. Классические произведения являются объектом бесконечных интерпретаций.

10 Summary skills

A. Read the text and say which of these four titles would be the most suitable.

1 Optical Illusions

2 The Dream Detective

3 Horror Scopes

4 Spy in the Sky

Everyone knows that towards the end of his presidency Ronald Reagan could hardly make a move without consulting      an astrologer. However, the mind boggles at the possibility    that    the British government might use a hotline to psychic powers. Nevertheless, it has been revealed that British Intelligence is in contact with a self-styled “psychic dreamer” who supplies   them   with   advance information on important crimes that are about to happen.

The man with the premonitory antennae is Chris Robinson, a 44-year-old former television engineer. He seems an unlikely candidate for a real-life version of the X-Files but he has had some startling successes with his predictions.

Dreams provide the key. According to Robinson, it all began in the late 80-s, when his slumbers were interrupted by “conversations” with his dead grandmother.  Later his dreams were invaded by a range of symbols, which enabled him to predict specific crimes. Terrorists were represented by dogs, cups signified    bodies, meat    pies chillingly foreshadowed multiple deaths and images of cats or dogs indicated that fanatical animal liberationists were at work.

Robinson decided to share the messages from his subconscious with the authorities and warned them of a crime that was about to take place. When his predictions came true a few days later, he was rewarded by being detained and interrogated; he claims that his   home   was   bugged, his telephone was tapped, and he was subjected to 24-hour surveillance.

Undaunted by this skepticism, he carried on with his work and warned the authorities of an imminent attack on the Prime Minister with uncanny accuracy. Subsequently he was given a contact in the police and Intelligence Service, and has been handsomely rewarded for his services.

Doubts about Robinson's methods have been raised by the revelations that in the 80s he was an enthusiastic amateur radio fan, and he frequently used equipment that could be used to intercept calls from mobile phones and the emergency services. Indeed, on one occasion, he phoned with a prediction of a crime that had in fact already happened, and details had been broadcast on the radio and TV.

However Dr. Keith Heame, an independent psychologist, has taken a special interest in Robinson's predictions. He has observed the psychic at work as he scribbles down the images he has dreamt for later decoding. Heame believes that Robinson has genuine powers, but admits that he has an understandable tendency to emphasize his successes while evading questions on the ones that got away. Of one thing Heame is certain: Robinson has an impressively accurate record when it comes to terrorist attacks.
While the intelligence services and police forces deny that they have any official links with Robinson, they admit that they have been in touch. It will always be difficult for them to determine whether he has any genuinely paranormal powers as he operates in a grey area where sheer guesswork, intuition and possibly telepathy could all play a part, and his dreams are always symbolic and open to interpretation.

But when he phones again, we can be certain someone will listen. 

B. Multiple-choice questions. Choose the best answer. Support your choice by the lines from the text

1.  The writer appears to be extremely surprised that 

A. Ronald Reagan appeared to believe in horoscopes. 

B. the British authorities have links with a psychic. 

C. psychics can provide warnings of important crimes. 

D. important information has been kept secret from the public.

2. Robinson seems to obtain his detailed predictions by
A. “talking” to his dead grandmother while he dreams.
B. communicating with animals in his dreams.

C. interpreting images in his dreams.

D. analysing the crimes he sees in his dreams.

3.
The authorities' initial reaction to Robinson's claims
indicate that they thought he

A. was personally involved with the crimes. 

B. had a contact in the intelligence service. 

C. had paranormal powers. 

D. was obtaining information by tapping phones.

4.
The authorities' attitude towards Robinson changed
A. when they began to pay him for his services.

B. when they had examined the methods he was using. 

C. after another of his predictions came true. 

D. on the orders of the Prime Minister

5.
Investigations of Robinsons supposed psychic abilities
have shown that

A. he always makes use of conventional methods to obtain information. 

B. his only successful predictions are based on facts that are already known. 

C. he dislikes discussing predictions that turn out to be correct. 

D. he appears to be really able to foresee some kinds of crime.

6.
The writer appears to think that

A Robinson is a genuine psychic.

B the authorities should be more open about their relationship with Robinson.

C. the authorities should take more notice of Robinson. 

D. it would be unwise to dismiss Robinson completely.

C. Language study. The phrase without consulting an astrologer appears in the text. Complete the following sentences using one of the words or phrases below.

· without

· on       
· between
· in spite of       
· by      

· apart from
1.  … waking. I always write down my dreams so that I don't forget them.

2. I never make an important decision … looking at my horoscope first.

3. … being very skeptical, the authorities agreed to look at the psychic's claims.

4 The police believe that Simon committed the crime …leaving the office and arriving home.

5 The gypsy claimed she could predict the future …
reading the lines in my palm.

6 … giving the police general details of what was about to happen, he could not provide any useful information.

D. Vocabulary work.  The words on the left were all used in the text; match them to their definitions on the right.

	Mind-boggling


	Be a sign or symbol of something

	Signify


	Surprising or valuable information that is newly disclosed

	Imminent


	Too strange or unlikely to seem merely natural or human

	Uncanny 
	A statement of what someone thinks will happen in the future

	Revelation
	To find direct meaning of cryptic or indirect language

	Prediction


	Mentally overwhelming because of great size or complexity

	Decode


	About to happen or threatening to happen


E. Synonym search. Match these words to their synonyms from the exercise above.

Incomprehensible

Impending

Unnatural

Prophesy

Eye-opener

Interpret

Mean

F. Summary. In 60-80 words, summarize the differing reactions to Robinson's powers.

11 Expressing opinions

Possibility and probability. Look at the table showing different ways of expressing probability and the example sentences below. Notice the different sentence structures. 

Make examples using suggested patterns expressing your opinions about Nostradamus, Chris Robinson, other psychics you happened to have heard of and their predictions.

	Pattern A

Pattern B

Pattern C

Pattern D
	It’s probable that Manchester United will win the cup.

Manchester United are likely to win the cup.

In all probability Manchester United will win the cup.

I imagine that Manchester United will win the cup.


	Pattern A

a foregone conclusion

inevitable

probable

quite possible

possible

just possible

unlikely

doubtful

inconceivable


	Pattern B

bound

certain

likely

sure

unlikely



	Pattern C

There's no doubt that 

The chances are that 

There's little chance that

There's little likelihood that

There's no chance that 

In all probability 

Maybe 

Perhaps
	Pattern D

I'm quite convinced that

I'm certain that

I imagine that

I wouldn't have thought that

I shouldn't think that

I doubt very much whether




12 Summary skills

Good and Evil

A. Pre-reading. What kind of things do you consider to be good/evil? In small groups make two lists of items under good and evil then compare your lists with those of another group.

Read the passage about our perceptions of the devil and summarize each paragraph briefly.
The Paranormal

Suddenly, a normally well-mannered, quiet and devout individual begins to jerk and twitch and, to his own and everyone else's horror, starts to curse and swear uncontrollably, using foul language he would ordinarily never even consider using in public. Another individual, following a sensation of profound dread and terror, appears to be thrown violently to the ground where he begins to writhe and thrash about, sometimes severely enough to break bones or even to cause death. A third individual is overcome by a shimmering, brilliant vision of a bright light, when no light is actually present. The vision may contain various shapes and structures.
In all these cases, the individual is not in control of the behaviors he or she is exhibiting and believes, correctly, that he or she has absolutely no ability to control them. This being the case, it is easy to understand how control of the behaviors would be attributed to some malign and external force, such as the devil or demons. This would be especially likely to be the explanation of the behaviors in the first two cases, where the foul language, self-injurious behaviors, and lack of control all would be easy to interpret as the work of demons. In the final case, the experience could equally well be attributed to some type of divine inspiration or message.
In fact, the three cases described above are examples, not of demonic possession or inspired visions, but of three different neurological diseases that have for centuries been taken as
evidence for paranormal experiences.
Beyerstein (1987-88) has traced the relationship between these three diseases and belief in demonic possession and inspired visions in an excellent paper. The first case is one of Gilles de la Tourette's syndrome, a rare disease that has become the focus of considerable interest in neurology recently because of its strange
symptoms, including uncontrollable twitches and in severe cases, uncontrolled swearing and use of racial and ethnic epithets. An entire monograph (Friedhoff and Chase, 1982) has been devoted to the symptoms, possible neurochemical causes, and treatments of this disease.

It is clear from the work reported in that volume that Tourette's syndrome is a neurological disease, not a psychological disorder. Shapiro and Shapiro (1982) have noted that the infamous Malleus Maleficarum, published in 1489 as a “manual” for the witch hunters of the Inquisition, contains descriptions of behaviors said to be demonstrative of having consorted with the devil; these are similar to those seen in Tourette's syndrome.
The behavior of the little girl in The Exorcist (Blatty, 1971) is very similar to what is seen in severe cases of Tourette's syndrome. Such gross misdiagnoses of the syndrome are not, then, limited to the Middle Ages, but can still occur. Shapiro and Shapiro (1982) note that twenty-four of their Tourette's syndrome patients had undergone exorcism for their disorder, but none had been helped by the process. Drug treatment may provide some benefit, but the pharmacology of the disorder is not yet well understood (Friedhoff and Chase, 1982).
The second case described above is one of epilepsy, a neurological disorder much more common and well-known than Tourette's syndrome. The symptoms of epilepsy vary greatly from individual to individual. At one end of the scale are the "absence spells" where the individual is simply unresponsive to external stimuli for a minute or so and appears to be staring off into space. At the other end of the spectrum is the much more dramatic and dangerous grand mal seizure, as in the case described.
Seizures are often preceded by an aura that is sometimes a feeling of impending terror and revulsion. When, immediately following this, some mysterious outside force seemingly takes over one's body and causes it to behave in self-injurious ways, the inference that demons or the devil are responsible is an easy one to make. 

B. Vocabulary. Find words and phrases in the passage which mean the same as the following explanations. They are all in the order in which they appeared in the passage.
1 very religious, pious


2 intense fear


3 twist and move violently


4 ascribed to


5 inflicted by oneself


6 
out of the ordinary

7 descriptions relating to one (national) group of people

8 
a scholarly piece of writing

9 notorious

10 flagrant misinterpretations

11 to give another example of an extreme case

12 imminent fear and loathing

C. Now explain these words and phrases according to how they are used in the passage. The questions will help you to give a more precise explanation.
1 is actually present. Does actually mean momentarily, nowadays or really?
2 some malign and external force. Does malign mean hostile, rejected or unknown?

3 divine inspiration. Does divine mean intuitive, sacred or imagined?
4 the witch hunters of the Inquisition. Why does Inquisition have a capital letter?
5 unresponsive to external stimuli. Why does stimuli end in i?

6 preceded by an aura. Does aura mean halo, something golden or atmosphere?
D. Reference devices. The writer links the information in this article in various ways.
For example, in the first paragraph he uses Another individual …, A third individual.
Go through the passage again and underline the devices used to link the information given to the reader. You should look for devices such as pronouns to replace noun, the use of do/did to replace verbs, another noun used to replace one already mentioned, eg scale, spectrum, case, disease.

E. Look at the following questions and the 60-word summary that relate to the first case mentioned in the passage.
1. What type of behaviour is exhibited?

2. What interpretation could we give of this behaviour?

3. What scientific explanation can we give for this behaviour?

The first case illustrates a usually docile, well-behaved person, who unexpectedly exhibits jerky body movements and uses bad language in a reckless manner. This lack of control could be put down to some evil influence. A more likely explanation, however, is that the person is suffering from the rare Tourette's syndrome, which is a disease of the brain.
F. Now answer the same questions about the other two cases and write a summary of your own. Each summary should be 60 to 70 words long. 

Use the expressions: attribute something to something, be demonstrative of something, to be overcome by something, to undergo something, divine/ demonic, be in league with devil, visions, infamous, paranormal, gross misdiagnosis.
 13 Listening and Speaking

The Magic Kingdom

A. Talking points. 

1. Describe briefly some or the main mythical or legendary creatures from your own ancient culture or from another culture with which you are familiar.

2. In what ways are these creatures similar to humans and how do they differ?
3. What place do you think ancient myths, folk-tales and fairy stories should have in the education of a modern child?

B. Listening. Listen to the tape. A writer and researcher are discussing a book the writer has recently completed on fairies. Choose the best answer to the questions below.

1. Peter Wilson wrote a book about fairies because he

A  wanted to clarify the mass of information about them.

B  had seen fairies on a number of occasions.

C greatly enjoyed traditional fairy stories.

D wanted to persuade people of the existence of fairies.

2. The writer says that many people

A are unaware that fairies depend on humans.

B are afraid of the power that the fairies have.


C overestimate the similarities between humans and fairies.


D are jealous of the lives that fairies lead.

3 During the talk, the interviewer is accused of being


A skeptical.


B sentimental.


C illogical.


D simplistic.

4
According to the writer, Knockers

A  are unusual Goblins.

B  are a considerable nuisance to miners.
C can be relied on to be helpful.

D are very fond of fruit.

5
Peter Wilson says that a changeling is

A a human baby that has been stolen.

B  a fairy with a short life expectancy.

C an unusually sick child.

D a replacement for a baby.

6
The writer says that looking for fairies

A is always a dangerous pastime.

B will not greatly increase one's chances of seeing them. 

C is most profitably done in woods and gardens. 
D can be a very frustrating experience.
C. Listening and note-taking. Listen to the tape again and complete the following notes using these words and phrases.

alien
capricious
churlish
favourably disposed
inimical
magical
malicious
mischievous
spiteful
troublesome

The fairy kingdom represents (1) … power, and it is
(2)   …  to humans because it is incomprehensible to us. Although the fairy kingdom is largely dependent on humans, fairies are very different from us; they are (3) … creatures whose ethics and values have very little in common with ours. In general Goblins look extremely ugly and are intensely (4) … creatures. However, the Goblins in Devon and Cornwall, known as Knockers, are generally more (5)
… to miners, yet even they are capable of being extremely (6) ….
Most fairies are capable of being (7)    …        and (8) ….
Brownies are generally thought of as being helpful, but if they are teased or angered, they can turn into Boggarts, who are (9) … and (10) … .

D. Vocabulary practice. Translate into Russian 

1. The noisy atmosphere of the busy office was inimical to getting any work done. 

2. Hard work was alien concept to the lazy student. 

3. She's a malicious, jealous person who does not have a nice bone in her body.

4. He's the most capricious child I've ever minded; you never know what he is going to get up to next.

5. Judging from the mischievous grin on his face, she knew he had done something she wouldn't approve of.

6. Although she was terribly hurt when her husband divorced her, she never said a spiteful thing about him in front of the children. 

7. He was difficult at the best of times, but after a few drinks he be​came absolutely churlish.

8. She was favorably disposed towards working overtime, as she has had a lot of expenses recently.

E. Vocabulary practice. Translate into English
1. Однажды столкнувшись с враждебным отношением к себе, он стал скрытным и подозрительным.

2. Его феноменальная способность внушать расположение к себе начальству породила немало зависти и злобных сплетен среди персонала.

3. Ребенок стал грубым и непослушным. Родители могли объяснить это только вредным влиянием улицы. 

4. Она очень шаловливый ребенок и делает все, что приходит ей в голову. Это объясняется лишь тем, что она единственная в семье.

5. Его злобность и язвительность можно объяснить лишь его собственным комплексом неполноценности.

6. Несмотря на то, что все были к нему доброжелательны, он все равно чувствовал себя чужаком. 

7. Нас совсем не радует, что наш сторожевой пёс добродушно встречает всех чужих людей.

14  Vocabulary brush-up.

A. Insert the prepositions

1. It was clear that someone tampered ... the photographs.

2. Jim attributes his success … hard work.

3. This charcoal sketch has been attributed ... Vincent Van Gogh.

4. He has an uncanny talent ... predicting the ups and downs of the stock market.

5. She is a very capricious woman who does whatever comes ... her head. 

6. The boy had an almost incomprehensible feeling ... the language. It was as if he knew things before we covered them in class. 

7. ... first she was fascinated by anything related ... the paranormal. She dabbled ... researching the topic ... a while, but her enthusiasm soon died .... 

8. The story ... question bears an amazing similarity ... the actual events surrounding the sinking of the TITANIC. I especially like the part where the drowning sailor from the rammed windjammer calls ... the wrath ... God ... the doomed vessel. 

9. There is nothing surprising or remarkable ... his condition. The doctor attributes it ... stress and overwork. ... other words, there is nothing seriously wrong ... him. 

10. It was wrong ... you to be so jealous ... Mary. You need to be more ... control ... your emotions when you're around her so she will be more favourably disposed ... you.

11. ... my horror, the boss has asked me to speak ... public at a major trade convention next month. I have never thought ... myself ... a public speaker and the very idea of speaking ... all those people turned my stomach upside ...

12. It came ... a real shock to me when I saw a burglar climbing ... my window. Talk about being ... the right place ... the wrong time! I tried to phone the police, but I couldn't get ... 

13. This witness's information did not tie … … the facts.
B. Similar but different. In pairs decide which noun matches each of the following definitions. In some cases more than one answer is possible. Suggest Russian translation for the active words in each context.

Noun mastery

Prediction    Vision    Estimate    Revelation   Premonition   Prophesy

1. An image or series of images seen in a dream or trance, often interpreted as having religious, revelatory, or prophetic significance.

2. An assessment of the likely price of something, such as an item to be bought or a job to be done.

3. Information that is newly disclosed, especially surprising or valuable information. 

4. The making of a statement or forming of an opinion about what will happen in the future.

5. An image or concept in the imagination.

6. An approximate calculation.

7. An advance warning about a future event.

8. Prediction that something will occur in the future.

9. The ability to anticipate possible future events and developments.

10. The revealing of something previously hidden or secret.

11. A showing or revealing of divine will or truth.

12. Strong feeling, without a rational basis, that a particular usually unpleasant thing is going to happen.

13. A prediction of a future event that reveals a divine will.

14. A surprisingly good or valuable experience.

15. A statement of what someone thinks will happen in the future.
Adjective mastery

Alien   Inimical    Malicious    Capricious    Churlish     Mischievous      Infamous       Uncanny

1. Not matching or totally incompatible with the nature of something or somebody.

2. Too strange or unlikely to seem merely natural or human.

3. Not a citizen of, or not belonging to, the country in question.

4. Unexpectedly accurate or precise.

5. Unfavorable for something or showing hostility.

6. Motivated by or resulting from a desire to cause harm or pain to others. 

7. Characteristic of somebody who is ill-bred; surly, sullen, or miserly.

8. Intended to tease or cause trouble, though usually in fun or without much malice.

9. Punishable by imprisonment or loss of civil rights, convicted of an infamous crime.

10. Outside somebody’s normal or previous experience and seeming strange and sometimes threatening.

11. Behaving or likely to behave in a naughty or troublesome way, but in fun and not meaning serious harm.

12. From another world or part of the universe, or involving or relating to extraterrestrial beings.

13. Having an extremely bad reputation.

14. Tending to make sudden and unpredictable changes.

15. Expressing somebody’s intention or inclination to have fun by teasing, playing tricks, or causing trouble.

C. Translate into English
1 В Библии есть предсказание, что в Судный День гнев господень обрушится на головы грешников, вступивших в сговор с дьяволом. 
2 Он хотел попробовать себя в бизнесе, но никто решался вкладывать свои деньги в его дилетантское предприятие.

3 Точность его предсказаний можно объяснить лишь глубоким знанием предмета.

4 Стоило ему заняться астрологией, как он сразу был очарован этой наукой и вскоре из новичка превратился в настоящего профессионала.

5 Когда на него обрушился гнев начальника, он понял, что обречен на увольнение. 

6 Эти религиозные убеждения чужды мне. Это объясняется тем, что я происхожу из неверующей семьи.

7 Как только мать уходила из дома, девочка с большим проворством, переодевалась и воображала, что она фея.

8 Он всегда напоминал мне добродушного великана, попавшего под чары взбалмошной и злобной колдуньи. Их союз казался мне необъяснимым.

15 Introduction to Writing a narrative composition

Telling a Story

A. Introduction

One of the standard types of composition is a narrative. The question often asks you to write a story that begins or ends with a particular sentence. Below is an example of how you can tackle the narrative composition following a number of clearly defined steps. The question on which the example is based is:

Write a fairy story that ends “... it was only then that it dawned on him how lucky he was to be alive.”
B. Planning and writing

Stage 1    General approach Work out a basic plot that answers the question. A basic plot might look as follows:

The central character, walking through the mountains at night, finds a cave. In the cave is a malicious fairy, a Duergar. During the night they sit by the fire. The fairy asks him to get some wood from the other side of the cave, but the man is suspicious and stays where he is. In the morning he wakes to find that the cave has vanished and that he is on the very edge of a high cliff, and would have died if he had gone to fetch the logs for the fire. Then comes the final sentence.

Exam tip

A Duergar is the correct technical name for this kind of fairy; in your own compositions you should not invent nouns, though you are free to invent surnames. 

Stage 2    Brainstorming

1. Work out more details and think of a few choice expressions. To help with this step ask yourself lots of questions about the basic plot that you have thought of. For example:

Where did this all take place and when? Who was this traveller? Where is he going and why? What time of day was it when the story began? What was the weather like? Who arc the Duergars? How did he find the cave? What did he see when he went into the cave? Mow big was the cave? What did the Duergar look like? How did he feel when he saw the Duergar?

2. Think of another five questions that you might ask about the story. Compare your questions with those of someone else in the class.

3. Words and images. As you are asking and answering these questions, note down important points of the story in any order. In addition, as words and images come to you jot down the most powerful and most descriptive ones so that they can be
incorporated later in the finished story. The kind of words and images that might come to mind are:

Evil; towering pine trees; a rocky stream; menacing face; a vast, empty cavern; gnarled hand; flickering shadows; black thunderclouds heavy with rain; slanting green eyes.

Stage 3 Organization Arrange the ideas into a clear paragraph structure. For example:

1 Introduction - time, place - information about Duergars.

2 The night and weather – need for shelter – discovery of the cave – goes towards it.

3 Description of the cave – size – the fire.

4 The sight of the Duergar – description of the creature.

5 The Duergar's trick – across the cave - the traveller does not fall for trick.

6 The morning – wakes at cliff top – explanation of the Duergar's trick.

Look carefully at the words and images in stage 2 above. Which paragraphs would they most probably appear in?

Stage 4    Writing Here is an example of what the finished composition might look like.

Many years ago, a young man was travelling one night through a forest inhabited by Duergare, an evil race of fairies, who liked nothing better than to lure unsuspecting humane to their death.
As he was making his way down the narrow path, he looked up at the towering pine trees. Black thundercloud heavy with rain were racing across the sky and he knew that he would soon have to find shelter. Presently he saw the glow of a fire on the hillside and left the path to clamber up the steep slope that led to the entrance of the cave.
He stood at the entrance and looked in. It was a vast empty cavern whose sides rope up to a vaulted ceiling. On the ground m the centre a space had been cleared and a warm fire was throwing flickering shadows across the floor He went cautiously towards the fire and eat down.
As his eyes slowiy grew used to the dim light, the menacing face of a Duergar began to emerge. The creature was sitting motionless on the opposite side of the fire; it stared at him through its slanting green eyes but said nothing.
An hour passed, then two. The fire was dying down, so the Duergar picked up a log from the other side of the cave and threw it onto the flames. When the fire began to die down again, the Duergar waved ite gnarled hand frantically at the traveller to indicate that it wae hie turn to collect more wood. Suspecting some devious trick, he etayed where he was, ignoring the glowering looks of the furious Duergar.
The next morning, woken by the sound of mountain songbirds, the traveller was suddenly filled with terror and shock. Both the cave and the Duergar had vanished, and he found himself perched at the very edge of a massive cliff - he could just make out a rocky stream in the valley thousands of feet below. He realized that if he had walked across the cave to get more wood for the fire, as the Duergar had wanted, he would have plunged to his death. It was only then that it dawned on him how lucky he was to be alive.

Stage 5 Checking. This final stage is extremely important. Read through this paragraph and see if you can find ten mistakes. When you are ready, compare your corrected version with the correct version in paragraphs 3 and 4. 

He stood at the entry and looked in. It was a vast, empty cavern who’s sides were rising up to a vaulted ceiling. On the ground in the centre a space was cleared and a warm fire was throwing flickering shadows across the floor. Cautiously did he go towards the fire, and sat down. 

As his eyes slowly were used to the dim light, the face menacing of a Duergar began to emerge. The creature was sat motionless on the opposite side from the fire; it stared at him by its slanting green eyes but said nothing. 

Focus on narrative tenses

At certain points in a story, it is often necessary to describe scenes in some detail. Look carefully at the tenses used in the following examples.
1 Which tense is used to carry the plot forward and to describe actions that happen in sequence? One example is he looked up at the towering pine trees .... Find five examples of this in
paragraphs 2 and 3 of the sample composition.

2 Which tense is used to describe permanent features?

One example is the steep slope that led to ... the cave. Find another example from paragraph 3.
3
Which tense is used mainly for describing scenes?
One example is a young man was travelling one night. Find three more examples from paragraphs 2 and 3.
4
Which tense refers to actions that took place before the events in the narrative?
One example is Both the cave and the Duergar had vanished. Find another example in paragraph 3.
16 Writing a story

Write a fairy story that ends with the words      

‘………..and at these words, he crumbled to dust on the doorstep’.

You may choose your own story or use the composition notes to help you if you wish.
Stage 1    General approach. Basic plot outline: a young man goes out one summers day and sits down beneath a tree on a hill: he hears a beautiful fairy melody and drifts off to sleep. In his dreams, he visits a beautiful castle where strange and wonderful creatures are having a celebration. He watches for a while. He then wakes up to find that the tree is old and withered. He walks home, but the house seems much older and covered in ivy. When he speaks to the people in the house, he realizes that he has been away for a hundred years, and crumbles to dust.

Stage 2    Brainstorming. Ask yourself a series of questions about the story and work out some of the details. Think of some phrases that can be used when you come to write the final version.
Stage 3   Organization. Plan paragraphs carefully, and assign the images and phrases up the paragraphs
Stage 4    Writing. While writing, pay particular attention to the tenses: towards the end, when you describe the changes to the house, you may need to use the past perfect tank extensively.
Stage 5    Checking. Check your composition carefully.
UNIT 3 VOCABULARY LIST

Imagine (v.), imagination (n.), figment of imagination

Illusion (n.), optical illusion

Reincarnation (n.)

Clairvoyant (n.)

Psychic (n.), psychic (adj.), psychic powers

Palmist (n.)

Fortune (n.), to tell the fortune, fortune-teller (n.)

Telepathy (n.), telepathic (adj.), telepathic powers

Dabble (v.), dabbler (n.)

Prediction/ predict

Skeptical

Text Harry Houdini

Phenomenon

Burst

Pop up (phrasal verb)

Tempt (v.), temptation (n.), to resist the temptation, tempting (adj.)

Denounce (v.), to denounce smb/smth as

Disclaim

Confine (v.), be confined to bed/wheelchair, confined space

Suspend (v.), suspended animation, suspense (n.)

Survive (v.), survival (n.)

Bravery (n.), brave (adj.)

Dexterity (n.), dexterous (adj.)

Ingenuity (n.), ingenuous (adj.)

Explicable (adj.), opposite inexplicable

Feat (n.)

Trickery (n.)

Paragon (n.)

Virtually (adj.)

Word-combinations

To be widely held

To have cool nerve

Expressions with ‘tie”

To tie in with 

To tie up 

To be tired up 

Text about the TITANIC

Premonition (n.)

Curse (v.), curse (n.)

Doom (v.), doom (n.), Doomsday, doomed (adj.)

Text about Chris Robinson

Boggling (adj.)

Signify (v.)

Revelation (n.)

Imminent (adj.)

Uncanny (adj.)

Decode (v.)

Text  The Paranormal

Divine (adj.)
Vision (n.) 

Paranormal (adj.) 

Gross (adj.) 

Word-combinations
To be in league with devil, 

Attribute to (phrasal verb), to attribute smth. to smb./smth.

To be demonstrative of something, 

To be overcome by something, 

To undergo something, 

Listening about Nostadamus

Prophesy (v.), prophecy (n.), prophet (n.), the prophet Muhammad

Infamous (adj.)

Vague (adj.)

Pinpoint (v.)

Word-combinations

To be open to new ideas/interpretations 

Listening about fairies

Giant (n.)

Dwarf (n.)

Spell (n.)

Stem from (ph. v.)

Alien (n.), alien (adj.), alienation (n.)

Inimical (adj.)

Malice (n.), malicious (adj.)

Spiteful (adj.)

Capricious (adj.)

Churlish (adj.)

Mischief (n.), mischievous (adj.)

Word combinations

To be favourably / well / ill disposed to smb./smth.

UNIT 3 COMBINATORY GUIDE

	Imagine (v.)

 
	can you ~ her as an actress?

I can’t ~ going to the party…

	Imagination (n.)
	vivid/ creative/ feeble/wild ~,

figment of imagination, 

to excite/ fire smb’s ~, 

to stagger/ stir smb’s ~.

	Illusion (n.)
	to create/ produce an ~,

to harbor/ dispel an ~,

optical illusion,

it’s an ~ to think that…,

under an ~.

	Reincarnation (n.)
	

	Clairvoyant (n.)
	

	Psychic (n.) 
	

	Psychic (adj.)
	psychic powers

	Palmist (n.)
	

	Fortune (n.)
	1. accumulate/ amass/ make a ~;

come into/ inherit a ~;

to run through/ dissipate/ squander a~;

enormous/ vast/ large ~

2.The bad/ good ~ to do smth. (we had the bad ~ to get caught in the storm);  ~ smiled on us; a stroke of good~; to tell smb’s ~, to try one’s~.

	Fortune-teller (n.)
	

	Telepathy (n.)
	Mental ~.

	Telepathic (adj.), 
	~ powers.

	Dabble (v.) 
	To ~ at/ in (~ in politics; to ~ at painting).

	Dabbler (n.)
	

	Prediction (n.)
	To make a ~; a ~ comes true.

	Predict (v.)
	He ~ ed their getting into trouble;

She ~ed that it would rain.

	Skeptical (adj.)
	To be ~ about/ of.

	Skepticism (n.)
	To demonstrate/ display ~; to treat with ~; to maintain healthy ~ about smth.; an air of ~.

	Phenomenon (n.)
	An isolated ~; a natural ~.

	Burst (v.)
	To ~ into (the mob ~ into the room, to ~ out of the room), the house ~ in flames; to ~ with pride; we ~ on them, they ~ out laughing.

	Pop (v.)
	We have to ~ into the store for a minute, I have to ~ round the corner, to ~ one’s head put of the window.

	Pop up (phr. v.)
	Although we arranged to meet he did not ~.

	 Tempt (v.)
	To ~ smb. into doing smth.; to ~ smb to do smth.

	Temptation (n.), 
	to resist/overcome the ~, to be exposed to/ face a ~; to succumb to ~; to place/put ~ in smb’s way; irresistible/ strong ~.

	Tempting (adj.)
	It was ~ to do smth.

	Denounce (v.)
	to ~ smb/smth as a charlatan; she ~d his drinking.

	Disclaim
	To ~ responsibility for smth; to ~ all knowledge of the incident

	Confine (v.),
	be confined to bed/wheelchair,

	Confined (adj.)
	~ space.

	Suspend (v.)
	To ~ hook from the ceiling; to ~ smb. from one’s duty; suspended animation.

	Suspense (n.)
	To bear the ~, to break the ~, everyone was in ~ over the outcome.

	Bravery (n.)
	To demonstrate/ exhibit/ show/ inspire ~.

	Brave (adj.)
	It was ~ of you to do that.

	Dexterity (n.)
	To demonstrate/ display/ show ~; great/ manual ~.

	Dexterous (adj.)
	

	Ingenuity (n.)
	Human ~; the ~ to succeed where everyone else has failed.

	Ingenuous (adj.)
	It was ~ of her to solve the problem so quickly.

	Explicable (adj.) 
	

	Inexplicable (adj.)
	

	Feat (n.)
	To accomplish/ perform a ~; a brave/ heroic/ remarkable ~.

	Trickery (n.)
	

	Paragon (n.)
	To be a ~ of something.

	Virtually (adj.)
	

	Premonition (n.)
	To have a ~ that something would happen.

	Curse (v.),
	to ~ smb. for smth.

	Curse (n.)
	To pronounce/ utter a ~; to put a ~ on/ upon smb.; to lift a ~; under a ~.

	Doom (v.),
	to ~ smb. to smth.

	Doom (n.),
	To seal smb’s ~.

	Doomed (adj.)
	To be ~ ed to smth.

	Doomsday (n.)
	

	Boggle (v.)
	The mind ~s at the idea.

	Boggling (adj.)
	Mind-boggling.

	Signify (v.)
	Their statements~ that no action will be taken.

	Revelation (n.)
	To make a ~; an amazing/ astonishing/ astounding / startling/ surprising/ ~; a divine ~; a ~ to smb. (the story was a ~ to us).

	Imminent (adj.)
	A storm is ~; he was faced with ~ death.

	Uncanny (adj.)
	It was ~ to see how closely they resembled each other; it was ~ that…

	Decode (v.)
	

	Attribute to (ph. v.)
	to ~ smth. to smb./smth.

	Demonstrative (adj.)
	Smth. Is  ~ of something,

	Overcome (v.)
	to be overcome by something,

	Undergo (v.)
	to undergo something,

	Divine (adj.)
	~ inspiration/ right, ~ weather, ~ hat (she looks divine in that new dress).

	Vision (n.)
	Acute/ blurred/ dim/ double ~; a ~ of the future; she had the ~ to make wise investment; a person of great ~; a field of ~.

	Paranormal (adj.)
	

	Gross (n.)
	~language/jokes/morals;

 ~ injustice/ negligence/error/ misdiagnosis/ misinterpretation;

~ vegetation of the tropical forest;

~ amount/ income (GNP);

in (the) ~ (syn. in bulk).

	Giant (n.)
	

	Dwarf (n.)
	

	Spell (n.)
	fall/be under smb’s ~, cast/put a ~ on smb, break the ~.

	Stem from (ph. v.)
	

	Alien (n.)
	An Englishman is an~ in the US.

	Alien (adj.)
	Such ideas are ~ to us, an ~ environment, cruelty was ~ to his nature.

	Alienation (n.)
	~ from one’s old friends.

	Inimical (adj.)
	~ to (form. Actions ~ to the maintenance of friendly relations between two countries).

	Malice (n.)
	To bear ~ towards.

	Malicious (adj.)
	~ towards.

	Spiteful (adj.)
	It was ~ of him to say that; to do smth out of spite.

	Capricious (adj.)
	A ~ breeze/ girl.

	Churlish (adj.)
	~ person (bad tempered/ ill bread).

	Mischief (n.)
	To do smb a ~; to make ~ between (~-maker); boys are fond of ~; keep out of ~; to be up to ~; to get into ~; her eyes were full of ~, (where have you hidden my book, you little~?)



	Mischievous (adj.)
	A ~ letter/ roumor/ child/ looks/ tricks; as ~ as a monkey.

	Disposition (n.)
	The ~ of furniture in the room;

A man with a cheerful ~,; a~ to jealousy/ to take offence easily; there was a general ~ to leave early.

	Dispose (v.)
	To ~ of rubbish; the dictator soon ~ed of his opponents; to ~ smb to do smth; be well/ ill ~ed towards smb/ smth.

	Prophet (n.) 
	A false ~; the prophet Muhammad

	Prophesy (v.)
	No one could ~ your becoming a governor; I ~sied that…

	Prophecy (n.)
	To make a gloomy~; a~ comes true; a ~ about.

	Infamous (adj.)
	An ~ behaviour/ plot/ traitor.

	Vague (adj.)
	A ~ outline/ demand/ idea; a ~ person/ looks/ behaviour.

	Pin-point (v.)
	Our planes ~ ed the target.
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